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We work to provide a powerful 
collaborative national voice for 
women living in rural, regional and 
remote (RRR) Australia. 

We value respect, innovation, 
professionalism and 
empowerment.

Our objectives are to: 

1) 	 represent the diverse views of 
women in rural, remote and 
regional Australia;

2) 	 provide advice to the Australian 
Government on policy issues 
relevant to the views and 
circumstances of rural women; 
and

3) 	 contribute to building a positive 
profile of rural women, their 
achievements and issues.

In 2016/2017 we received funding from the Office for Women, Department of the Prime Minister and  
Cabinet, the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources and Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal. 

The Coalition is comprised of the following:

2. INDEPENDENT DIRECTORS REPRESENTING –

We are a powerful 
network of diverse women 
who work to improve the 
lives of rural women.

1. MEMBER ORGANISATIONS –

Australian Local 
Government 
Women’s 
Association
With branches in every state and 
territory in Australia, the national 
board is a collaborative body 
comprised of membership from 
each of the state branches, and 
seeks to strengthen networking, 
mentoring and innovative 
opportunities that encourage 
and support women in local 
government.

The aim of the Australian Local 
Government Women’s Association 
is to:
•	 Assist in furthering women’s 

knowledge and understanding 
of the functions of Local 
Government

•	 Encourage women to participate 
in Local Government

•	 Encourage women to make a 
career from Local Government

•	 Protect the interests and rights of 
women in Local Government

•	 Take action in relation to any 
subject or activity affecting 
Local Government and Local 
Government legislation

•	 Act in an advisory capacity to 
intending women candidates for 
Local Government elections

Australian Women in 
Agriculture
Australian Women in Agriculture 
is Australia’s peak not-for-profit, 
voluntary organisation for 
agricultural women.

Australian Women in Agriculture 
exists to ensure that agricultural 
women have the capacity, 
confidence and channel to be able 
to have their voice heard, from the 
dining table to the boardroom table 
to the political table.

Members are part of a recognised 
and dedicated national network 
involved in the development of 
Australian primary production, rural 
industries and communities.

AWiA membership reflects all 
those involved and interested in 
a positive future for Australian 
agriculture. They come from all 
states and represent the diversity 
of agricultural Australia, including 
farmers, researchers, scientists, 
educators, students, consultants 
and service providers.

AWiA is focused on connecting 
Australia’s agricultural women 
and providing the means for their 
participation at all levels of decision 
making.

Country Women’s 
Association of 
Australia
The Country Women’s Association 
of Australia is the largest women’s 
organisation in Australia and aims 
to improve conditions for country 
women and children and try to 
make life better for women and 
their families, especially those 
living in rural and remote Australia. 
We reach that aim in various ways 
including lobbying for change, 
helping the local community, 
creating a network of support 
and meeting together in towns 
and cities.

National Rural 
Health Alliance
The National Rural Health Alliance 
is comprised of 38 national 
organisations. We are committed to 
improving the health and wellbeing 
of the 7 million people in rural and 
remote Australia. Our members 
include consumer groups (such as 
the Country Women’s Association 
of Australia), representation 
from the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander health sector, 
health professional organisations 
(representing doctors, nurses 
and midwives, allied health 
professionals, dentists, pharmacists, 
optometrists, paramedics, health 
students, chiropractors and health 
service managers) and service 
providers (such as the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service).

Its large and diverse membership 
gives the NRHA a broad and 
authentic view of the interests of 
the people of rural and remote 
Australia. It works with a range of 
stakeholders to improve the health 
and wellbeing of those people by 
developing well-targeted, cost-
effective, evidence-based solutions. 
The NRHA is a rich source of 
credible information and expertise, 
and stands ready to work with 
Government and Opposition on 
responses to current and emerging 
rural health issues.

Women’s Industry 
Network – Seafood 
Community
The Women’s Industry Network 
(WIN) was formed in 1996 by a 
group of women fishing in South 
Australia.  In 1998 The Women’s 
Industry Network Seafood 
Community (WINSC) developed 
into a National body with 
organisations in each state.

WINSC is the only national 
organisation in Australia that 
represents women in the Seafood 
Industry.  It is a unique network 
that covers the tough, high-tech 
world of commercial fishing, the 
cutting edge aquaculture, research 
and processing sectors along with 
policy and resource management.

A diverse range of rural, regional and remote women, groups and communities including:

1.	 First Nation women and girls

2.	 Immigrants and refugees

3.	 Social entrepreneurship

4.	 Women and girls leadership

5.	 National Association for the Prevention 
of Child Abuse and Neglect (NAPCAN), 
Canberra
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It is with great pleasure that I 
provide the following Secretary’s 
Report. In the role of Company 
Secretary, I have assisted the Board 
with policy creation, management 
and compliance; assisted with 
strategic planning and processes 
and developed new policies for 
consideration where appropriate.

Throughout the 2016/17 operational 
year, the NRWC Executive and board 
members have worked to improve 
our governance practices and 
implemented policies to support 
continual improvement and due 
diligence. This will no doubt become 
an ongoing process on which the 
board will work together on. 

It has been a pleasure working with 
my board colleagues, the executive 
Alwyn, Leonie and Dorothy whom 
have all contributed greatly to the 
outcomes achieved this year. I 
must also acknowledge the NRWC 
contractors Keli McDonald, Melissa 
Boully and Karen Nankervis who have 
all contributed to sound governance 
that is required for the organisation to 
function.

The implementation of good 
governance practices in the National 
Rural Women’s Coalition has resulted 
in a continual improvement in the 
management of board processes and 
transparency of Governance.

As you are aware from the Annual 
Report, directors’ meetings are held 
each month and may be called 
more often if required for special 
issues. Our experience has been that 
the company’s business has been 
adequately dealt with at monthly 
directors’ meetings.

Sarah Parker 
COMPANY SECRETARY

Company Secretary’s Report
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Representing... Board membership Meetings attended

Alwyn Friedersdorff
Informed, 
involved,  
inspired

Australian Local 
Government Women’s 
Association

President 8 of 9

Leonie Noble
Committed, 
flexible,  
realistic

Women’s Industry Network 
Seafood Community Vice President 7 of 9

Sarah Parker
Positive, 
persistent, 
productive

Australian Women in 
Agriculture Company Secretary 6 of 9

Dorothy Coombe
Achiever, 
committed, 
encourager

Country Women’s 
Association of Australia Treasurer 7 of 9

Dr Kim Webber
Passionate, 
curious,  
fair

National Rural Health 
Alliance Director 4 of 5

Hannah Wandel
Passionate,  
loyal,  
innovative

Independent Director 4 of 5

Rechelle Leahy
Positive, 
persistent, 
productive

Independent Director 4 of 5

Lisa Shipley
Compassionate, 
committed, 
connected

Independent
First Nation woman Director 7 of 9

Dr Pat Hamilton Independent Immediate Past 
President 5 of 5

Dr Kathryn 
Kirkpatrick

National Rural Health 
Alliance Past Director 3 of 4

NRWC BOARD 2016–2017
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As a newly elected President, I have 
promoted this mantra as a call to 
our Board to become fully engaged 
over this year that has passed us all 
at incredible speed! Yet the National 
Rural Women’s Coalition Ltd Board 
has proven to be an energetic 
and cohesive group dedicated to 
becoming a powerful network of 
diverse women who work to improve 
the lives of rural women.  

Our year long activities were driven 
by our focal points Governance, 
Leadership and Engagement.

Highlights:
•	 Our Annual General Meeting 

was enhanced by a celebration 
and gala Launch of Brave Danny, 
a book aimed at strengthening 
resilience against family violence 
for 4 to 8 year old children. 
This continues to be promoted 
and sales are ensuring good 
distribution across the States.

•	 Immediate Past President, Pat 
Hamilton ended her year on very 
high note with the resounding  
success of the Canberra Muster 
that brought young women in 
to learn as they undertook some 
serious project work.

•	 Collaborative communications 
project involving the 5 Alliances 
was slow to get off the ground but 
resulted in exceeding the targets.

•	 Seventeen women participated 
in an e-Leader type course 
sponsored by DAWRR entitled, 
“Sharing Stories of Sustainability” 
while the e-Leader Advocacy and 
Influence was again supported 
well with enthusiasm and great 
outcomes.

•	 Building Lives with the Gomileroi 
women is still producing some 
useful, amazing learnings and 
outcomes and will continue to be 
progressed over a further 3 years.

•	 Roundtable One with a Food 
Security theme exceeded 
all expectations buoying our 
confidence as we invested 
in cementing our Member 
Organisation participation.

Watch out for my next mantra! It 
will guide us through a very exciting 
year as we plan for CSW62 in New 
York addressing “Challenges and 
opportunities in achieving gender 
equality and the empowerment of 
rural women and girls”; we will be 
engaging more strongly, informing 
locally and globally, and increasing 
the capacity of RRR women through 
our leadership programs. 

Please join us on this exciting journey 
by following us on Facebook and 
Twitter, signing up for our newsletter, 
responding to a survey, supporting 
our projects or becoming a sponsor!

Alwyn 
Friedersdorff
PRESIDENT

“The power of one, if fearless and 
focused, is formidable, but the power 
of many working together is better.”
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo

ALLIANCE MEETING, JUNE 2017

BUILDING LIVES, APRIL 2017

ALLIANCE BREAKFAST WITH SEX 
DISCRIMINATION COMMISSIONER 
KATE JENKINS

President’s Report

STRATEGIC PLANNING BOARD MEETING, 
MARCH 2017
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STRATEGIC PLANNING BOARD MEETING, MARCH 2017

ATTENDING PARLIAMENTARY ALLIANCE BREAKFAST WITH MINISTER CASH SENATOR BRIDGET MCKENZIE & ALWYN 
FRIEDERSDORFF AT FOOD SECURITY 
ROUNDTABLE, MAY 2017

Communication – Leadership – 
Collaboration were the cornerstones 
for the National Rural Women’s 
Coalition (NRWC) in all facets of its 
work in 2016/17 including finances. 
This enabled the completion of 
22 projects with a reach to over 
250,000 women on a budget 
just under $300,000. This is a 
powerful social spend of finances 
by a Coalition focused on building 
networks to support and empower 
regional, rural and remote women.

Communication and understanding 
of all financial matters was 
strengthened through modification 
of reporting to the board with 
stronger links to projects and 
outcomes. Adjustments were made 
to ensure value for money returns on 
spend with the greatest reach and 
outcomes possible.

Leadership by the board has been 
demonstrated by their commitment 
to finding new ways to engage 
stakeholders in our work. We have 
responded to challenges and taken 
up new opportunities and seek new 
partnerships to underpin the future 
of our Coalition. NRWC adopts a 
rigorous approach to understanding 
and proactively managing the risks 
faced in its business. We actively 
manage our balance sheet for a 
positive outcome.

Collaboration was built through the 
strength of contractors who were 
highly engaged, delivering great 
outcomes and contributing to a range 
of initiates that improve the way we 
work and the projects we undertook. 
Partners and member organisations 
supported us through shared 
resources. NRWC continues to receive 
strong support from the government 
through the Office for Women who 
provision core funding to enable our 
work and we thank them for their 
involvement and direction. 

All of this has been underpinned by 
the commitment of the board to 
Volunteer over 2,100 hours of time. 
We are only able to achieve our goals 
through the power of our people 
working together. 

The Finance Committee and 
Board meets regularly to enforce 
the financial governance and risk 
management of our coalition. This 
committee ensures all the reporting 
obligations and project acquittals 
are met. I thank everyone on the 
committee for their work with 
appreciation to Keli McDonald for 
her dedicated work on all financial 
matters and reporting which has 
enabled us to increase our work and 
reach within budget.

I am pleased to report that NRWC 
has continued to deliver a strong 
performance and good value for 
money for all stakeholders and we 
have achieved strong results across 
all our key metrics. All finances 
are committed to projects. We are 
confident that our strategy, reviewed 
in 2016/17, is working and we are 
well placed to drive further initiatives 
and support for rural, regional and 
remote women throughout Australia. 

Dorothy Coombe
TREASURER

Treasurer’s Report
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LEADERSHIP

Building Lives	
Create an engagement roadmap for 
working with Aboriginal women and 
girls. 30 Gomileroi women met on 
country to discuss current issues and 
strategy. The engagement process of 
this meeting has been documented for 
future engagement projects.

e-Leaders – Social Media and 
Managing Content Systems	  
20 RRR women participated in a 
webinar series to develop leadership, 
social media and managing content 
skill. Graduates join the NRWC 
e-Leader Alumnae.

 e-Leaders –  Advocacy & Influence   	
20 RRR women participated in an 
evening webinar series with industry 
leaders presenting to develop 
leadership skills. Graduates join the 
NRWC e-Leader Alumnae.

e-Leaders – Evaluations of e-Leaders	
An Independent review to assess 
the impact and effectiveness of past 
e-leaders programs since 2011. The 
independent report highlights the 
positive influence the program has had 
on the improvement of women’s lives, 
their community and industry.

Introduction of Leadership Muster
‘Young Rural Women’s Muster’   	
18 RRR women aged between 18-35 
from diverse backgrounds participated 
in a three day leadership muster in 
Canberra. Facilitated by leadership 
champion and facilitator Meredith 
Turnbull. The project included a day 
at APH with the politicians and a 
networking event as well as leadership 
and advocacy workshops. A highlight 
was a session with Sex Discrimination 
Commissioner Kate Jenkins. 

ENGAGEMENT	 

Communications Reference 
Group	
Meeting each month by tele-
conference the Communication 
Reference Group comprises of RRR 
women that represent a broad view of 
activities, interest and industry across 
a large geographical area to ensure 
balance to the  information distribution 
through the NRWC social media 
channels.  

Family Violence Book	
The official Melbourne launched 
in November 2016 attended by 
Victorian White Ribbon ambassador 
Danny Hackett, Sex Discrimination 
Commissioner Kate Jenkins, Author 
Robin Adolphs and illustrator Nicky 
Johnston was followed by launches in 
Albury and Toowoomba. This picture 
book for children aged between 4-8 
years about domestic violence also 
has free down-loadable support work 
pages for teachers and caregivers.

Emerging Issue Roundtable  
– Food Security	
“Hunger is a hidden crisis in Australia 
with 1:6 people experiencing food 
insecurity at least once in the last 
12 months. Over half of these, or 2 
million Australians, seek food relief 
from charities or community groups, a 
third of whom are children.” Foodbank 
Hunger Report 2016
1. As a key to addressing food 
insecurity in Australia, we seek 
enhanced tax deductions for food 
donations and tax deductions for 
transport services related to food relief. 
2. Revise the parameters of the 
“healthy food basket” for consistent 
measurement of core “stable foods”, 
supply chain issues, transport 
accessibility, wealth of users, rural 
location, access to food.

3. Engage RRR people in the 
discussion on Food Waste to ensure 
food is used for human consumption, 
animal consumption and composting 
with minimum waste going to landfill.
4. Implement compulsory curriculum 
and audit in child care / early learning 
development centres to include 
nutrition and cooking, which is 
currently taught as part of training, 
to develop food literacy and develop 
healthy eating from an early age.
5. Enact the National Food Plan 2015.

Communications and  
Networking/Reach  
To extend the reach and influence 
of the NRWC by NRWC  Directors’ 
e.g. attend Country to Canberra, 
delegations, conferences.

Resilience Forum  
Resilience Forums were held in Far 
North Queensland, Victoria and South 
Australia in 2017 to build capacity, 
strengthen networks and encourage 
wellness. 

COLLABORATION	  

International Engagement – 
Developing an International Agenda
Empower women’s organisations 
to participate in international 
engagement and human rights 
processes, including attending CSW61 
meeting in October 2017 and April 
2017 rand hosting the ‘Report Back’ 
Webinar.

Equal Rights Alliance  
– Housing Project	
Participating in telemeetings and 
Canberra meetings on the issues 
around women’s housing to ensure 
that RRR women are included in all 
representations.

Projects
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BRAVE DANNY LAUNCH, NOVEMBER 2016

PARLIAMENTARY ADVOCACY DAY WITH GREENS LEADER RICHARD DI NATALE, 
AND SENATOR JANET RICE, JUNE 2017

YOUNG RURAL WOMEN’S MUSTER, 2016

FOOD SECURITY ROUNDTABLE, MAY 2016

BUILDING LIVES, APRIL 2017
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NWA – Communications Plan	
Co-ordinating the National Women’s 
Alliance Communication Project to 
increase awareness of the NWA’s. 
Great results were achieved with the 
collaboration of all Alliances.
FB (start project) likes Sept 2016 = 39 
FB (end project) likes June 2017 = 2197

Alliance meeting: Canberra  
3 Directors and 1 contractor attended 
the Office for Women Alliance 
meeting in Canberra in  June 2017.

NRWC Communications  
Reference Group
A vibrant volunteer team who 
maintain the liveliness of the 
NRWC social media platforms, this 
group includes Emma Jackson 
from Weipa Station, Cape York – 
determined, driven and passionate; 
Georgia Foulkes-Taylor, artist and 
photographer from Kalgoorlie – 
Boulder; Jacqui Hawkins, determined 
and active in promoting the voices 
of young people, from Wodonga; 
Natalie Sommerville, South Australian 
broadacre cropping and livestock 
farmer and Torres Strait Islander; Pip 
Rumble, from Mullewa WA says that 
being a rural woman is about getting 
down and doing what needs to be 
done; Renee Fiolet, family violence 
researcher and worker from Geelong; 
and Tiani Cook who works on family 
owned Suplejack Station, 730 
kilometres north-west of Alice Springs 
but is actively involved in broader 
community activities. What an 
amazing line up of Volunteers! NRWC 
believes ‘the best in the country’!

COMMUNICATIONS REFERENCE GROUP

DR KIM WEBBER AT THE FOOD SECURITY 
ROUND TABLE

BUILDING LIVES

MINISTER MICHAELIA CASH LAUNCHING 
THE REPORT ON CSW61

YOUNG RURAL WOMEN’S MUSTER, 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE 2016
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700 website hits

10,877 Facebook likes

At end of June 2017, we had:

190,564 Facebook impressions

1,850 Twitter followers

Communications snapshot

168,000 Tweet 
impressions

 National Rural Women’s Coalition Annual Report 2016–2017 9



FINANCIAL  
STATEMENTS FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 

30 JUNE 2017



These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.






              



             










 

          

             


             
  

 

              

   

               
   

   

               
                

          







11th day of August, 2017
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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.
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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.







 
 





  




  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

 


  

  




  

  
  
  

  

  



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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.






 
 





  
  

  
  

 


  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

 

 
  

 

 



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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.






 
 






  

  

 




  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 
  

 

 



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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.






 
 






  

  


  

 


  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  


  
  

  
  

  
  


  
  
  
  

  
  


  



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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.






 
 


  
  
  

 


  
  
  

 

 

 
  

 

 



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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.






 
 





  

  

 


  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

 

 
  

 

 



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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.


 
 

    

   

   

    





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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.


 

 


  

  

  


  

  




  
  
 


  
 
  

  

  

  





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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.









   

             
            
             


  

               


     

              
            



             
               
          


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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.






               
            
      

      

                 
                 
            


               
            

             

 
 

 
 





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These financial statements should be read in conjunction with the attached Compilation Report.







            
             
               
             
        



             
              
              
          
            
              
          
  



               
               
              
          
             
           

            
            
             
             
              
              
             
           
             
 

              
          
              
                 
        

               
     


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